Wisdom and Destiny

Christian calls it; in other words, in a
state of inner happiness. And that in
itself bars the door on evil destiny within
us, and closes most of the gates by which
external misfortune can enter. As our
conception of duty and happiness gains
in dignity, so does the sway of moral
suffering become the more restricted and
purer. And is not moral suffering the
most tyrannical weapon in the armoury of
destiny? Our happiness mainly depends
on the freedom that reigns within us;
a freedom that widens with every good
deed, and contracts beneath acts of evil.
Not metaphorically, but literally, docs
Marcus Aurelius free himself each time
he discovers a new truth in indulgence,
each time that he pardons, each time he
reflects. Still less of a metaphor is it
to declare that Macbeth enchains himself
anew with every fresh crime. And if this
be true of the great crimes of kings and